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GREAT SALUTE

’S DAY

GREAT SALUTE TO ALL THE WOMAN-
ACHIEVERS IN DIFFERENT FIELDS




CELEBRATING ICONIC WOMEN OF INDIA: PAST & PRESENT

India has been home to many iconic
women who have made history with
their courage, talent and
determination. From freedom fighters
like Rani Jhansi Lakshmi Bai and
Sarojini Naidu to leaders like Nirmala
Sitharaman. Women have played a
key role in shaping the nation. Sports
stars like PV Sindhu and Mary Kom
and achievers like Kalpana Chawla
have inspired millions.

Their contributions in various fields
continue to motivate future
generations to dream big and achieve
greatness

The empowered woman is
powerful beyond measure and
beautiful beyond description

Ahilyabai Holkar, Female Fighter

. Sarojini Naidu, Freedom Fighter

Aruna Asaf Ali, Freedom Fighter

Savitribai Phule, India's First Female Teacher

Anandi Gopal Joshi

Sucheta Kriplani, Freedom Fighter

Lakshmi Sahgal, Freedom Fighter

Pratibha Devisingh Patil, India’s First Female President
Anna Chandy, India’s First Female Judge

Kalpana Chawila, First Indian Woman to go to Space

The aim of International Women's Day is to celebrate
women’s accomplishments and (o embrace gender
equality. With this, the day also aims lo raise
awareness about gender equality & promote equal
participation in  social. economic. culltural. and

peolitical activities.

FIRST’S BY INDIAN WOMEN WHO HAVE MADE THE

‘AT NP | ; ; ; : : .
T\ \ I IO\ I “ Ol' DH! From science to the cricket pitch, literature to cinema, Indian
women are everywhere! Here is a small rundown of those amazing women's achievements in India
who were firsts in their field and their contribution towards making India proud

Avani Chaturvedi
- Sky Warrior

Avani Chaturvedi became
the first Indian proud
woman to fly solo a fighter
aircraft. She flew a MiG-21 .
Bison, an aircraft known
for its highest landing and
take-off speed in the world.

Mithali Raj - Lady
Tendulkar of Indian
Women's cricket

-@" During India's series against
axh . New Zealand Women - Mithali
: Raj was the first Indian woman
who made India proud by
playing in 200 ODI match.



Shanti Devi - Truck Mechanic

Shanti Devi became the first truck mechanic in India who
made India proud and has been working for more than 20
years now.

Tessy Thomas - Missile Woman of
India

Tessy Thomas is the first woman who
made india proud to head an Indian missile
project. Adding to it, with the successful
launch of the Agni-V missile project, she
also achieved a career milestone.

Deepa Malik - Paralympics Winner

Deepa Malik became the first proud woman of
India to win a medal in Paralympic Games at the
. 2016 Summer Paralympics.

<! CRPF Officer

Usha Kiran became CRPF's first woman
officer to be posted in the insurgency-
affected Bastar region of Chhattisgarh.

Kavita Devi - Wrestling Queen

Kavita Devi is the first female professional
wrestler of India to wrestle in WWE.




In 2024, Indian women have once again shown the world that glass
ceilings are meant to be shattered. Their stories aren't just about
personal achievements; they are a beacon of hope, proving that
determination, resilience, and grit can lead to extraordinary outcomes.

Sheetal Devi

Sheetal Devi s India’s first female armless archer. At
the 2024 Summer Paralympics, she set a new world
record in the ranking round with a score of 703 and
secured a bronze medal in the mixed team compound
open category alongside Rakesh Kumar. Her journey
from a youth event organized by the Indian Army to the
global stage is mindblowing.

Avani Lekhara

Avani Lekhara continues to be a beacon of excellence
in Paralympic shooting. She won gold at the
Paralympic Games 2024 and has consistently
performed at the highest levels, inspiring countless
persons with disabilities (PwD) to pursue their dreams
in sports.

Divya Deshmukh

At just 18, Divya Deshmukh has emerged as a
formidable force in the world of chess. She clinched
the World U-20 Girls Chess Championship title in 2024,
becoming the fourth Indian to achieve this honour. The
teenager is now the youngest top 20 female chess
player in the world! Her strategic prowess and
dedication have made her a role model for young
chess enthusiasts nationwide.

Mohana Singh Jitarwal

Squadron Leader Mohana Singh Jitarwal continues to
break stereotypes as one of India's first female fighter
pilots. She was declared as the first female combat
pilot back in 2016. The 32-year-old added another
feather to her cap this September, when she became
the first woman fighter pilot to be inducted in the
Indian Air Force’s elite 18 'Flying Bullets’ squadron
operating the LCA Tejas fighter jet.

Manu Bhaker

Manu Bhaker made history at the Paris 2024 Olympics
by becoming the first Indian shooter to win muitiple
medals in a single Games. She clinched bronze in both
the women's 10-meter air pistol and the mixed team
event with Sarabjot Singh. Her achievements have
garnered national acclaim, including recognition from
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

Sadhna Saxena Nair

In August 2024, Lieutenant General Sadhna Saxena
Nair marked a historic milestone by assuming the
office of Director General Medical Services (Army),
becoming the first woman to hold this esteemed
position.



Pulapaka Suseela

P. Susheela was born in 1935 in Vizianagaram, a state ruled by a Maharajah during the
British colonial period. Today Vizianagaram is part of the Andhra Pradesh state in India. In
an interview with the journal ‘Screen,” Susheela outlined her family background and entry
into play back singing thus -

“I hail from a well-to-do family from Vizianagaram, the birth place of many well-known
singers and musicians like Ghantasala and Dwaram Venkataswamy Naidu. My father,
Mukunda Rao, was a famous criminal lawyer. My parents wished to see me as a great
classical singer like M.S. Subbulakshmi. | was an avid listener of Lata Mangeshkar's
songs over radio. | obtained a First Class Diploma in Music. In fact, | came to Madras in
1951 to enrol for the Sangeetha Vidwan course. Music Director Pendyala Nageswara Rao
spotted me at a children’s radio concert and took me as a lead singer for ‘Kannathalli'.
And the rest is history.

N Awards and recognition

She was awarded the Padma
Bhushan by the Government of
India in January 2008.

In 2001, the Andhra Pradesh
Government honored her with
theRaghupathi Venkaiah Award
for lifetime achievement in
Telugu cinema.

 In 2005, she received the Special
Jury Swaralaya Yesudas Award
for outstanding performance in
music. She was honoured with
the Life Time Achievement
Award by the Filmfare in 2006.

In 2011, she was honoured with
the Devarajan Sangeetha Award.



Avasarala Kanyakumari

Padmashri A. Kanyakumari is India's leading violinist in the Carnatic
style of music. She has been in the field for over four decades,
successfully playing the various roles of soloist, accompanist, teacher,
innovator and organizer, dedicating life to music alone. She considers
herself fortunate to be a disciple of 3 great legendary gurus: Ivaturi
Vijeswara Rao, M. Chandrasekaran and M. L. Vasanthakumari.

The Thristhai Sangamam is an innovative
concept. Playing in different octaves is a
part of western music. Introducing similar
ideas into carnatic music without L
compromising on traditional classicismis |
a great task. The Thristhai Sangamam (the | :'
triple octave confluence) was devised to
include three violins playing at the same
time in three different octaves. It is a new
experience to listen to the krithis being
played simultaneously in three different
octaves.

=
X

Kanyakumari’'s extensive experience as an artist spans more than 4 decades.
Combined with a sharp acumen and fine sense of creativity, she has earned herself a
distinct place in the world of music. She has evolved her own style of melodious
playing and silken bowing which closely resembles vocal music rhapsodising
audiences all over. She has performed as a soloist all across the world, regularly
touring nations like USA, France, UK, Mexico, Switzerland, Canada, Dubai, Malaysia,
Singapore, Australia and Sri Lanka. She has also accompanied many of the legendary
carnatic musicians like M. L. Vasanthakumari, N. Ramani, S. Kalyanaraman, U.
Srinivas, Dr. Kadri Gopalnath, etc. She has released numerous albums, many of them
which were produced by some of the top music labels in India. Some of the releases
include: Prashantam, Sataragamalika, Musical Melodies, 27 Violins, Strings of
Harmony, Dancing Melodies, etc.

The “Vadyalahari” is a unique instrumental ensemble of the violin, nadaswara, veena
or flute and dual percussion instruments. This is a unique ensemble in that; it
includes the Nadaswaram which was all along used only for solo performances on
account of its tonal quality and volume. As a challenge it has been tried to blend the
music from the Ndaswaram along with softer instruments like the violin & Venna.This
attempt has been found to be very successful, as the vadyalahari concerts have
received a great welcome not only in India but also aborad. Music of the world, a US
based premier recording company, HMV and few other companies have released CDs
of the Vadyalahari.
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Dedicated to all the extraordinary woman,
THE epitome of strength and grace!!
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